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There are 196 countries in the world and about 150 of them are developing
countries. We live in Japan, a developed country, but these numbers show that
not everyone can live a life like we do.

There are a lot of problems in the world, like *poverty, *discrimination,
*environmental destruction, war, and so on. Developing countries may have
more problems, but developed countries are also facing some problems. To solve
these problems, M ( know / the problems / it / are / is / important / to /
what ) and what actions we have to take.

These days, we often hear about “*SDGs.” We have to make our societies
better to live in, but, at the same time, we have to think about our environment
and economy for our children. SDGs can help us to do this. These days, global
warming has caused a climate to change. Some things have a bad effect on
water, air and *soil. People use energy with no plan, and this does not only
destroy our environment but also causes wars all over the world. To protect
our society, the *United Nations decided to use SDGs in September 2015. All
193 member countries have to meet these 17 goals by 2030.

Let's take a look at some of the SDGs. Look at the picture on the next page.
This picture has “NO POVERTY” as the [ a ] goal. Although there are
both rich and poor people in the world, @what is “poor”? *The World Bank

says that people who are living on under $1.90 - about 200 yen - a day are poor
and there were more than 730 million such people in the world in 2015. It is
easy for us to understand that people cannot buy food and clothes with 200 yen
a day. In Japan, poverty has become a big problem, too. Many people think
that Japan is a rich country, but it is said that one in seven Japanese children
is in poverty. So we should also think about this SDGs in Japan.
Discrimination is a big problem in a lot of countries, and of course in Japan,
too. “[ b ]” is the fifth goal in SDGs, however, the difference between men
and women 1s especially big in Japan. For example, women in Japan often
cannot get the same job or salary as men do. Many people still think that
women should stay home and do housework because they will often leave their
jobs even if they are working. In 2019, each country's *achievement rate on
SDGs was reported. In that report, Japan was ranked 18th among 165
countries. But when we think about *gender equality, Japan is one of the

worst among the developed countries. In fact, an international report says that



Japan i1s ranked 121st out of 1563 countries. We must try to make a society
with same chances for everyone.

What can we do to solve our society's problems? First, we have to learn
about our problems and create ideas to solve them. Then we have to take
action, together. Little by little we can help change society if we teach, help

and learn from each other. This is maybe the best way.
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a. “CLIMATE ACTION” is the thirteenth goal of SDGs.

b. Because Japan is a developed country, Japanese don't have to think
about poverty.

c. Japan was ranked low in gender equality.

[oR

. To solve the problems around us, we need more money.
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7. SDGs and Some Problems in Japan

4. About All 17 SDGs

7. The Japanese Economy and SDGs

. The History of Poverty in Japan
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On July 24, 2021, the 32nd Olympic Games were opened in Tokyo. Top
athletes from various countries competed for seventeen days, and the closing
*ceremony was held on August 9. I'm sure many of you watched the great
performances of many athletes on TV. As you know, this is the second
Olympic Games held in Tokyo; the first started on October 10, 1964, and lasted
for fifteen days. Let's take a look at the differences between the 1964 Olympics
held in Japan and this one.

First, at the *previous Tokyo Olympics held in 1964, there were 5,152 athletes
from 94 countries. A total of 355 Japanese athletes took part, 294 men and 61
women. Judo and volleyball were added as new sports, and a total of 20 sports
competitions were held. But women could only compete in 8 of these sports.
Japan won a total of 29 medals: 16 gold, 5 silver, and 8 bronze. The country
with the most gold medals was the United States with 36. Japan won more
gold medals than Italy, which won 10 gold medals. Also, Australia won 6, and
Great Britain won 4. The final *torchbearer for this Games was Yoshinori
Sakai. He was born in Miyoshi City, Hiroshima Prefecture on August 6, 1945.
On that day, the A-bomb was first dropped on Japan. He was *chosen as a
“symbol of Japan's *postwar reconstruction”.

Next, let's take a look at the Tokyo Olympics held in 2021. There were 11,092
athletes from 206 countries joining the games including 582 Japanese athletes.
The number of *male athletes increased by only 12, but the number of *female
athletes increased by 276 compared to the previous Games. Karate,
skateboarding, sport climbing, and surfing were added as new sports, and a
total of 33 sports competitions were held. All of them were open to women.
Japan won 27 gold, 14 silver, and 17 bronze medals, exactly twice the number
of medals won in the 1964 Games. Great Britain won less gold medals than
Japan, but more medals in total. Also, Italy won the same number of gold
medals both times, Australia won about [ @ ] times as many, and Great
Britain won more than [ @ ] times as many. This time, the final
torchbearer was Naomi Osaka from Osaka City. She has a father from Haiti
and a mother from Japan. She was chosen as a “symbol of *diversity and
harmony.” This was one of the *themes of this year's Olympics.

By the way, did you know that one of the performances at the opening

ceremony of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics was about “pictograms”? Pictograms



were developed in Japan to help people understand things by looking at pictures
even if they don't understand words. They were first used in the previous
Tokyo Olympics. Since then, they have spread all over the world and can still
be seen in many places today.

Both the 1964 and the 2020 Tokyo Olympics had various problems and a lot
of effort was needed before they could be held. There 1s *no doubt that our
hearts have been moved by the performances of the athletes. They definitely
trained for years and years. Many events were held with only small audiences

this time. I hope people can attend the 33rd Olympics and see the top athletes.

(€E5)

ceremony: 4l previous: HjD torchbearer: B2k 5 v F —

chosen: #IENT  postwar reconstruction: ¥iEOEE  male: Bt
female: ZPED diversity and harmony: Z#EiE: & F5H0 themes: ¥ —=
no doubt: - &

1964854 ) v By 7 2020054 ) v E 7
R A 5 VIS % R A 5 VIS5
[[¢ivA E5f & | ]| WG (A E# & | ]| WG
1 ( A 36 | 26 | 28 | 90 1 C AD) 39 | 41 | 33 | 113
2 vExT b 30 | 31| 35| 96 2 HE 38 | 32| 18| 88
3 ( B ) 6] 5 | 8 |29 3 ( B ) 27 | 14 | 17 | 58
4 KA 10 | 22 | 18 | 50 4 ( E) 22 | 21 | 22 | 65
5 ( Cc) 1010 7 |27 5 ROC(mv7) |20 | 28| 23|71
6 A2 1075 |22 6 ( D) 17| 7 | 22| 46
7 K-35 VK 716 |10 | 23 7 t5vy 10 |12 | 14 | 36
8 ( D) 6 | 2 | 10| 18 8 75V 10 | 12 | 11 | 33
9 |[FzaRun~"*7| 5| 6 | 3|14 9 Ny 10 | 11 | 16 | 37
10 ( E ) 4 [ 12] 2 |18 10 C Cc) 10 | 10 | 20 | 40

1. FoFo ( A )~ E )IcUTREs2ELE, ol 5 TREIEZLMLEI W,
7. KE 1. 4407 7. BHAR . H . A—Z+F5) T



AXFo [ D ] o[ @ ] KARDCKRGEYSHFEETNEFNIZETEX
JASAN

L 1964KEA ) Y By 2 BETAMEICHSAZWA £ Lich, HAEBETEZAL SV,

L2020 A ) Y E Y Z IS LI HAANDLHEF BIAT L e, HFraEER
é L\o

L ARAXFERRIERONBLE->TLEHDET~F M5 1 DY, LT TELLI L,

7. In the Tokyo Olympics held in 1964, athletes from 206 countries were
able to take part in the games.

4. Yoshinori Sakai was born in Miyoshi City, Hiroshima Prefecture on the
day the A-bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

7. Naomi Osaka is a professional tennis player and has a father from
Japan.

L. Japanese people made pictograms for people who couldn't speak
English.

#. In the previous Tokyo Olympics, large audiences came to see the games,

but this time nobody could do that.
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(A)

Tom: Hi, Gerald. Happy New Year!

Gerald: Hi, Tom. Happy New Year! ( 1 )?
Tom: Yes, I did.

Gerald: What did you do, Tom?

Tom: My family went to Okinawa for 3 days. The weather was great.

about you?

Gerald: I went to my grandparent's house on New Year's Day. I ate lots.

you get much money this year?

How

Did

Tom: Yes, I did. I got money from my grandparents and aunts and uncles.

Gerald: What will you do with the money, Tom?

Tom: I have already spent it all. I bought a new video game. I am playing

it every day.

Gerald: Wow, you are lucky. I wish I had video games to play. Have you
finished your winter vacation homework?
Tom: ( 2 ). I am too busy playing with my new video game. I don't

have time to do homework.
Gerald: You are going to be in big trouble with your teachers!

Tom: I know!!

(1) 7. Did you watch TV last night
1. How are you
7. Did you enjoy your winter vacation

I. Have you ever been to Okinawa

(2) 7. No, not yet
1. Yes, I finished it last week
v . I didn't have any homework
x. I like studying math most of all
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Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

Mia:

Emma:

()

Hey, Mia. Do you have some time to talk?

Sure. What's up?

I think we need to have a meeting for some time next week.

A meeting? What for?

We need to talk about this year's School Festival.

School Festival? ( 3 )?

Yes, there 1s. The band that was coming to play at the festival can not
come now. Their guitar player has broken his hand.

Really? I didn't know that. Where did you get this information from?
I was just talking to Jack. He showed me the band's *T'witter account.
Okay. That sounds serious. When would you like to meet?

The sooner the better. Are you free Monday afternoon?

Monday. Hmm. No, I've got club on Monday. And Tuesday I have to
go to the dentist. How about Wednesday? I'm free all day on
Wednesday.

Let's meet on ( 4 ) at 4 o'clock then. TI'll let everyone else know.

Twitter account: YA v % — (SNS) 7 H v v

(3) 7. Is there a problem

(4)

LI

. When is it
What is the theme this year

Is there going to be movie this year

Monday morning
at the weekend
Thursday afternoon

Wednesday afternoon
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Mom: Anna, I need someone to go to the pet shop for me. Can you go?
Anna: I'm kind of busy.
Mom: What are you doing?
Anna: I'm studying for my English test that is tomorrow.
Mom: Oh, okay. ( 5 ).
Anna: Thanks, Mom.
Mom: James, are you doing anything?
James: Not, really. I'm just reading a book.
Mom: We don't have any cat food in the house. Can you go and buy some
now?
James: Sure, Mom. I'll just go and get my bag.
Mom: Thanks, James. I'll leave the money on the table for you.
James: OK, Mom.

(5) 7. I will ask your brother
A . I'll go myself then
7. It's my birthday tomorrow
x. Do you like English
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B R: Congratulations! Your 16th birthday is next month and you will start
high school.
What present would you like? Choose one thing from below.
Why would you like this present?

Please answer both questions. Use about 30 words.

(' ITS YOUR BIRTHDAY ! )

A smartphone New sports shoes

\

A new watch

iy
w

A tablet A new school bag

Are you looking forward to high school ? You
can study more subjects and meet more people
and choose a different club. Enjoy your new
school !

(EfEd10)
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